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STUBLACH GAS STORAGE PROJECT

MINUTES OF LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE MEETING (LLC)

HELD WEDNESDAY 13TH AUGUST 2008 AT LACH DENNIS VILLAGE HALL

Chair:
Keith Harsham 

GDF Storage Ltd

Attendees: 
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Rod Brookfield

Cheshire County Council

Ray Dodd
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Jacques Badet 

GDF Storage Ltd
John O’Donnell

GDF Storage Ltd
Rachel Jackson

GDF Storage Ltd
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Tom Davies


Northwich Parish Council

Jean Groom
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Maureen Wade
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Theresa Cash
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David Rouse


Lostock Parish Council

  Steve Molloy


Cheshire County Council Planning Officer
Kate Stewart


Cheshire Community Action
Dave Richardson

Costain

Neil Brow


INEOS

Richard Stevenson
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Richard Ellison

Vale Royal Borough Council
Ian Appleyard

Allostock Parish Council
Alan Leadbetter

GDF Storage Ltd
	1. INTRODUCTIONS AND ADMINISTRATION

K Harsham chaired the meeting in N Brow’s absence. Around the table introductions were conducted for the benefit of new attendees.

2. ACTIONS FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

K Harsham reviewed actions from the last meeting:

The GDF Storage Limited Contact Details were included in the last set of minutes sent by R Jackson on 14th July 2008. 

The issue raised by J Beecroft in the last meeting regarding lighting on the drilling rig by Buckley Avenue, Drakelow was investigated by J O’Donnell. After the meeting J O’Donnell spoke with the drilling manager and consequently the lights were re-positioned. J Beecroft confirmed that this made a significant difference and that the residents of Buckley Avenue commented on the improvement. J O’Donnell confirmed that a drilling supervisor will continue to monitor the positioning of the lights at existing and new drilling locations.

3. ENVIROMENTAL FUND
K Harsham presented R Dodd to attendees. K Stewart will no longer administer the GDF Storage Environmental Fund as she has moved onto another assignment. R Dodd will manage applications to the fund in the interim however, Cheshire Community Action are seeking a permanent replacement to act as fund administrator.

The Cheshire Community Action received a new application to the GDF Storage Environmental fund:

1. Friends of Stubb Lane Play Area – Lostock Gralam
Application for the installation of new play equipment and landscaping of an existing play area. The amount requested is £14,000 and the total cost of the project is £73,435.  The organisation has consulted with the company Groundwork Cheshire who would assist in the landscaping and upkeep of the play area. The rationale for the application is that the number of children using the area would increase and it would encourage parents to allow their children to play outside as they would be able to supervise them. It would also be attractive to other visitors who would appreciate the new seating and landscaping.
The application was discussed and R Dodd concluded that he needed more details. He didn’t know the area the application referred to. The application implies that phase 1 began in July but there were no attached details to the application to confirm this.  R Dodd also highlighted that the £14,000 request would be the remainder of the fund and that there would be nothing left in the fund for the remainder of the year. The £14,000 application was considered to be a fairly large sum in comparison with the two previous applications that were successfully granted £3,000 each. 
B Robinson asked R Dodd to check whether the project was subject to the 'Section 106 agreement' because of the neighbouring developer. It was therefore concluded by all attendees that R Dodd would need to make further enquiries about this application and present details at the next LLC meeting.

J Hardman announced that Lach Dennis Parish Council is in the process of submitting an application for disabled access to the village hall. They have sourced 2 quotes for this and will be requesting in the region of £3,500. 

K Harsham asked attendees what they would like to do if there is a surplus of the fund remaining at the end of the year. The general consensus was that any remainder should be carried over into 2009. 

4. GDF/ Suez Merger
K Harsham gave a small presentation on the recent merger between Gaz de France and Suez.
M Boag-Munroe inquired about GDF’s acquisition of a power station in UK. J Badet confirmed that in the UK, GDF have 2 sites: Teeside (1875 MW) and Shotton (220 MW) in Cheshire and that GDF also has a few wind farm projects.

R Dodd asked whether GDF Storage Ltd would like the logo to change on the Environmental Fund applications. K Harsham confirmed this. However, the fund name will remain as “GDF Storage Environmental Fund”.
K Harsham can be contacted for any information people require regarding the merger. 
5. PROJECT PROGRESS REPORT

J O’Donnell provided an overview of the project to date and future works:

Last months man hours stood at 296,000 hours. During this time there was one lost time accident which means that the person concerned is unable to return to work for a minimum of three days. In this case, a lorry driver cut his thumb whilst cleaning the tail gate of his vehicle. As a result, he needed to take leave for five days. GDF responded by writing to all delivery drivers to inform them of the incident and implemented the rule that hydraulic operated tail gates are the only type to be used on site.

There were also two medical treatments, both for dust in the eye. Both contractors were sent to hospital as a precaution and were found to have nothing. As a result of these incidents, the roads are continually cleaned and contractors are reminded that light eye protection must be worn at all times.
With regard to construction, GDF are on programme. 3 of the 10 wells are complete and pressure testing has begun. 

Pipeline work is also on programme. Testing of the underground pipe work will commence next week and it is GDF’s intention (weather permitting) to reinstate the top soil and to re-seed by the end of September.

With regard to the civil works, there has been a delay of 1 week with the degassing tank foundations, however; this delay has been accommodated for in the schedule. 

There is a new contractor on site as of this week – Portastor. They are responsible for the prefabricated switch rooms and sub rooms. These have been built off site which has enabled better facilities to be provided and reduce traffic at site. The steel works contractor is also on site this week. They are responsible for the fabrication of the pumphouse frame. This construction is estimated to take 8 to 10 weeks. An acoustic lining has been provided to reduce the noise.

At the end of September/ beginning of October, the mechanical and electrical contractor will start on site and numbers on site will increase by 60 – 70 men. However, simultaneously the enabling contractor will be reducing in number so it is not expected to have a great impact on the overall number of men on site. The current number of men on site stands at around 200 but this number fluctuates. It is expected to peak in November at 220 – 230 men.
J O’Donnell confirmed that residents should have seen the worst of the traffic. He also confirmed that there are 60 – 80 men that currently live in local B&B’s within the area and use the local facilities which has had a positive economic impact locally.
J Beecroft asked if the drilling was complete for phase 1. 

J O’Donnell confirmed that the small rig is presently drilling on the 6th hole and will be finished by mid December. The big rig is presently drilling the 4th hole and is scheduled for completion in February. GDF cannot however commit to precise dates as it very much depends upon equipment reliability, issues arising etc.

J Beecroft asked where the next sets of wells are. 

J O’Donnell was able to show J Beecroft on a map, the completed wells and those that would be constructed next. 

J Beecroft asked what date GDF will stop the drilling activities at these 2 new wells platforms on behalf of a local resident. 

J O’Donnell confirmed end of September /, beginning October. 

R Brookfield – site monitoring:
R Brookfield confirmed that he received the hazardous substances consent on 10th June 2008 and that this has been approved. This will have no impact on local residents but allows the electrical company access onto a very small area of the site.
R Brookfield carried out a site visit in May and June and the next visit is scheduled for 24th September. So far all appears to be going well and he doesn’t envisage any problems. 

GDF’s scheme for temporary lighting has been signed off and they have supplied figures regarding temporary traffic movements. GDF submitted a late request to work on 2 Sundays and this was rejected due to the late submission. R Brookfield commented that providing there is no impact on the local community and/or environment of adapting such conditions, the Cheshire County Council are flexible.

Generally, R Brookfield is impressed and will bring his site monitoring reports which include photographs of the site to the next LLC.

M Boag-Monroe asked about security on site after the tractor theft. 

J O’Donnell confirmed that in the short term security had been increased on site with the introduction of mobile patrols. In the long term, there will be discussions with security providers to ensure that the site has the most advanced and safest type of security possible.  K Harsham confirmed that it is a HSE requirement that the site is secure and that site security will be in line with this requirement.

J Beecroft asked if there will be CCTV?

J O’Donnell replied yes. All the details will be presented to the HSE in the COMAH dossier.

6. COMPLAINTS/ PROCEDURE

Complaints log:
J O’Donnell confirmed that GDF Storage Ltd had received no complaints or environmental incidents which are largely due to the regular site audits that take place and the safe procedures of working which prevent the incident in the first place. 
GDF are in the process of submitting a noise survey. For the drilling of wellhead 313 an acoustic mound has been built which will prevent any disturbance to the farmer.
Complaints:

R Brookfield received one phone call regarding the crossing at Lach Dennis. However, due to the nature of the call the complaint was not logged.

J Hardman confirmed that A Leadbetter and R Stevenson had been in contact with the complainant and that overall things had improved.
Other companies are working in the corridor and they are aiming to finish over the coming weeks. Then 2 cables will be run from the road to the site boundary. The target date of this last activity is the end of September.

7. OPEN FORUM
R Brookfield informed attendees that GDF Storage want to start an educational initiative whereby they will go into local schools to give an energy presentation.
R Brookfield gave K Harsham a list of 9 local schools and offered ideas regarding the content of the presentations. It was suggested that GDF could give a general talk about the gas plant site or they could choose to present the project from a scientific or mathematical perspective. R Brookfield offered his help in the organisation of this.

J Beecroft suggested that it may be beneficial to present to several schools at the same time as this would encourage communication amongst youngsters.

K Harsham confirmed that a newsletter will be published in the following weeks. GDF Storage has postponed this 1st newsletter in order to communicate widely from day one with the references and logo of the new GDF SUEZ Group. The publication of the newsletter was welcomed warmly by members of the LLC.

Date of next LLC meeting:

Wednesday 15th October at 4pm, Lach Dennis Village Hall
Rachel Jackson

14/08/2008
Circulation:

Attendees/ apologies plus Northwich and Middlewich libraries

GDFS website TBC
	Actions

K Harsham to provide R Dodd with the new logo.
J O’Donnell to produce progress map and present at next LLC



GDF Storage Ltd, a subsidiary company of the Gaz de France Group in the United Kingdom
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